
EY, KS1 and KS2 History Overview

• Access to education and the chance to be educated is a human right in a civilised world

• Education should provide rich intellectual and personal development for individuals and 
communities of people

• Education is a public good
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Vision

Mulberry Wood Wharf Primary is committed to striving for excellence in all 

that we do. Our vision is that pupils become creative and ambitious learners 

who strive to do their best at all times because they are motivated and 

guided by outstanding teams within the school. They will be able to 

contribute to their local community and understand how their actions impact 

upon the wider world. They will be caring citizens who know how to keep 

themselves safe and who realise that they have a role to play in looking after 

others. As we develop our teaching and our curriculum, we are aiming for 

outstanding in all that we do.

Outstanding Achievement For All

Rec, KS1 and KS2 History 

Overview  



History
Intent

At the heart of our History curriculum is the belief that children should understand how history has shaped the world they live in today. We aim to 
immerse our pupils in the study of history through a rich and engaging curriculum that not only fosters a deep understanding of past events but also 
nurtures the essential skills of a historian. Our approach emphasises key concepts such as Community, Knowledge, Power, and Democracy, which are 
explored throughout the curriculum and linked to key historical events and figures. By doing so, we ensure that pupils gain an appreciation for how these 
concepts have shaped societies and continue to impact the present day.

In Reception classes, the history curriculum is designed to help young learners explore the concept of time and change. Children begin by reflecting 
on their own personal histories, focusing on how they have changed since being babies. They are encouraged to talk to family members about what life 
was like when their relatives were little, fostering a sense of connection to the past. This approach allows children to understand the passage of time 
and recognize the differences between their present lives and those of previous generations. Through these discussions, they begin to develop a 
foundational understanding of history, change, and personal experience. This early introduction to the concept of history helps set the stage for deeper 
exploration in later years, linking their personal growth to broader historical contexts.

In Key Stage 1, we introduce foundational historical themes that include community, knowledge, power, and democracy. These concepts are explored 
through engaging units of work and immersive learning experiences that help children understand how these themes are reflected in history.

• Community: Children explore how communities have changed over time, how people live together, and the role of local communities in shaping 
history. This is emphasized through local history studies and exploring their own community.

• Knowledge: By examining historical events and figures, children develop an understanding of the significance of knowledge passed down through 
generations and how it has shaped societies.

• Power: Pupils investigate the concept of power by looking at historical figures, events, and movements that have influenced the direction of history, 
helping them understand the ways in which power is wielded and its consequences.

• Democracy: Through discussions and exploration of key historical moments, children begin to grasp the idea of democracy, how it has evolved, and 
its importance in the shaping of modern societies.

In Year 1, children will engage in activities such as a local walk to explore the history of their community, understanding how local power structures and 
community interactions have evolved. In Year 2, pupils visit landmarks like St. Paul's Cathedral and the Docklands Museum, deepening their 
understanding of how communities and historical events are intertwined, with a particular focus on the power dynamics that shaped significant events 
like the Great Fire of London.
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As pupils progress into Key Stage 2, the curriculum continues to build on these key concepts, adding additional layers such as invasion, civilisation, and democracy in 
more complex historical contexts. These themes will be explored through the study of different historical periods, including the Ancient Civilisations, the Medieval 
period, and the impact of invasions on British society.

• Invasion: Children will explore how invasions have influenced British history, shaping not only the physical landscape but also the social and political systems in 
place at the time. This is linked to key events like the Viking invasions, the Norman Conquest, and their impact on power structures in early Britain.

• Civilisation: Pupils will investigate different ancient civilisations such as the Egyptians, Greeks, and Romans, examining how these societies were structured and 
how their ideas on power, knowledge, and democracy shaped future cultures.

• Skills Development in Both Key Stages:

• The curriculum is structured using the CUSP Unity curriculum, which aligns with the National Curriculum. It is designed to progressively build key historical skills, 
including:

• Chronology: Children will develop a clear understanding of timelines and how to sequence events from the past in a meaningful way.

• Cause and Consequence: Students will explore the reasons behind key historical events and their outcomes.

• Change and Continuity: Children will investigate how things have changed over time, and what aspects of life have stayed the same.

• Similarity and Difference: Children will compare different historical periods, cultures, and people to understand how they are alike or different.

• Evidence: Through the examination of primary and secondary sources, children will learn to evaluate evidence to gain insights into past events.

• Significance: Students will consider the importance of particular events, individuals, and ideas in shaping history.

• Engaging with History: The Broader Aim

We believe that history is not just about learning facts—it's about understanding how the past has influenced the present and how it continues to shape the way we live 
and think today. By engaging children with the stories of our past, we help them make sense of the world they live in and understand the connections between past and 
present. Our approach aims to inspire a lifelong curiosity about history, providing children with the skills they need to think critically, understand different perspectives, 
and appreciate the impact of history on their everyday lives.

Through a carefully planned progression of topics and experiences, we create a history curriculum that is both engaging and educational, laying the foundation for a 
deep and lasting understanding of the world’s history.
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