
EY, KS1 and KS2 Geography Overview

• Access to education and the chance to be educated is a human right in a civilised world

• Education should provide rich intellectual and personal development for individuals and 
communities of people

• Education is a public good
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Vision

Mulberry Wood Wharf Primary is committed to striving for excellence in all 

that we do. Our vision is that pupils become creative and ambitious learners 

who strive to do their best at all times because they are motivated and 

guided by outstanding teams within the school. They will be able to 

contribute to their local community and understand how their actions impact 

upon the wider world. They will be caring citizens who know how to keep 

themselves safe and who realise that they have a role to play in looking after 

others. As we develop our teaching and our curriculum, we are aiming for 

outstanding in all that we do.

Outstanding Achievement For All

Rec, KS1 and KS2 Geography 
Overview  



Geography 
Intent

At Mulberry Wood Wharf, our Geography curriculum is built upon the principles of the CUSP Unity Curriculum, which mirrors the UK National 
Curriculum. The CUSP approach ensures that our students develop a broad, interconnected understanding of subjects, allowing t hem to not only learn 
geographical facts but also to think critically, make connections, and apply their knowledge. This approach fosters curiosity , creativity, and critical 
thinking—key skills for a comprehensive geographical education.

Revisiting Knowledge and Continuous Provision:

At Mulberry Wood Wharf, we believe in the importance of revisiting knowledge. This allows pupils to consolidate their learning and make connections 
across different topics and year groups. Geography is a subject where understanding builds progressively, and by revisiting k ey concepts, pupils deepen 
their knowledge and refine their skills over time. This also ensures that children retain the geographical knowledge they've acquired and can apply it in 
new contexts.

For example:

In Year 1, pupils might explore basic geographical concepts like location, maps, and simple physical features such as mountains and ri vers. This 
knowledge will then be revisited and built upon in later years when pupils connect it to more complex ideas such as ecosystem s or climate.

In Year 6, children will revisit earlier concepts like climate zones and natural resources, but now in the context of global sustainability and the effects of 
human activity on the environment.

Beyond the Lesson: Continuous Provision for Securing Learning

We understand that learning doesn’t end with the lesson. At Mulberry Wood Wharf, continuous provision in the classroom plays a vital role in supporting 
the consolidation and extension of geographical knowledge. We create an environment where children can engage in purposeful r ole play and activities 
that reinforce their learning.

Role-Play Areas:

Year 1: Role Play Airport – In Year 1, pupils are encouraged to engage with a role-play airport. This not only makes learning about geography more 
interactive but also helps children develop their understanding of transportation, travel, and different cultures. They can simulate travel to different 
countries, discussing where they are going, what the geography of the country is like, and the different physical and human f eatures they might encounter.

Year 6: Travel Agent Role Play – In Year 6, we set up a travel agent role-play area where pupils can plan trips to various destinations around the world. 
They use maps and atlases to research places, learn about different cultures, climates, and landscapes, and develop itineraries. This activity challenges 
them to apply geographical skills such as map reading, understanding time zones, and comparing different regions of the world .

These role-play activities help children contextualize their learning and allow them to practice and refine their geographical k nowledge in a real-world 
context. It encourages creativity and problem-solving while reinforcing the links between geographical concepts, making the learning experience both 
enjoyable and meaningful.

At Mulberry Wood Wharf, our Geography curriculum mirrors the CUSP Unity Curriculum, which aligns with the UK National Curriculum. This approach 
ensures a comprehensive geographical education that fosters a love for the world and an understanding of our place within it.  By revisiting key knowledge 
over time and providing continuous learning opportunities such as role-play and hands-on activities, we create an engaging and meaningful geography 
experience for our pupils.



Connecting Geography 
to the Early Years 
Curriculum



Year group 
sequencing 



Reception Progression overview



Year 1 Progression Overview
Year 1 Module Where do we 

live?
Continents + 
Oceans

UK Countries + 
Seas

Hot + Cold Places Mapping + 
Fieldwork 

Knowledge Know.. 
MWW is in Tower Hamlets, 
which is in London. 

London is the capital city of 
England, which is a country. 

Not all areas in the United 
Kingdom look like Tower 
Hamlets. 

Name some human and 
physical features of the local 
area when given a simple 
definition.

Name the world’s seven 
continents and five oceans.

Know that the land on Earth is 
divided into large areas called 
continents. 

Name the four countries and 
capital cities of the United 
Kingdom 

Name the oceans and seas 
surrounding the United 
Kingdom 

Know that a city is a large 
settlement. 

Know that a capital city is the 
most important city in a 
country.

Locate and name the Equator, 
North and South Poles 

Locate and name some hot 
and cold places in the world 
Know what it is like at the 
equator, north and south pole 

Know what animals live there 

Be able to describe the 
landscape and weather of 
polar places 

Be able to describe the 
landscape and weather of hot 
and tropical places 

Know what a map is 

Know and use simple 
directional language [for 
example, next to], to describe 
the location of features and 
routes on a map

Skills Use simple maps and 

photographs 

Use simple directional 
language (near/far, left/right) 
to describe the location of 

features and routes on a map. 

Recognise landmarks and basic 

human/physical features on 
aerial photos and plan maps

Locate the seven continents 

and five oceans on a world 
map and a globe. 

Locate the UK on a world map 

and a globe 

Locate the countries on a map 
of the UK 

Use a globe to locate the 

equator, N and S poles. 

Use a globe to locate some hot 
and cold places. 

Recognise landmarks and basic 
human/physical features on 
aerial photos and plan maps

Use simple fieldwork and 

observational skills to create a 
story map and map of a route 
in school.

Vocabulary globe atlas country city capital 

city address human feature 
physica

ocean continent polar atlas 

globe atlas

Country city capital city globe 

atlas

continent ocean polar equator 

temperature compass 

aerial connected environment 

feature fieldwork location 



Year 2 Progression Overview



Year 3 Progression Overview 
Autumn Spring Summer



Rec – Year 6 
Substantive 
concepts



By the end of 
Key stage one 



By the end 
of LKS2



By the end of 
Upper Key Stage 
Two 



Assessment In 
Geography 

Assessment in Geography is both formative and at the point of 
learning as well as summative to feed forward to the next point 
of contact pupils will have. Recording of assessment is multi-
faceted. We support whole class feedback and marking 
principles. The following are used to assess pupils’ knowledge 
and skills as well as their understanding and use of relevant 
vocabulary. 

● Whole class marking and feedback. 

● Formative outcomes from cumulative quizzing 

● Summative outcomes from cumulative quizzing. 

● Structured explanative tasks such as vocabulary connections. 

● Structured assessment tasks such as ‘Show what you know’. 

● End goals for each of the Big Ideas for Geography. These 
specify what pupils should know and be able to explain at the 
end of each year group. 

At the end of each academic year, this all feeds into a final 
overall assessment judgement for Geography, which is reported 
to parents. This judgement reflects how secure the pupil’s 
knowledge and understanding in the learning taught that year 
has been.



How do we measure the impact of our 
Geography Curriculum?

We evaluate the impact of our history curriculum in the following 
ways: 

● Pupil Book Study: Small groups of pupils from each class are asked 
to talk about what they remember about their learning in history. 
These sessions are led by the history Leader and provide an 
extremely useful insight into the impact of the curriculum on pupil’s 
learning. 

● Lesson visits. The history leader visits a sample of lessons over 
the year to evaluate the quality of teaching and learning. 

● Book looks: The subject leader looks at samples of history books. 
Often this is done in conjunction with the Pupil Book Study. 

● Supported planning and teaching: The history leader works 
alongside the class teacher to support the planning of history 
modules, providing quality assurance. 

● This all feeds into a termly subject leader evaluation. 



How do we adapt our 
Geography curriculum to include all 
learners? 

It is our expectation that all pupils participate 
fully in Geography lessons. We use adapted 
tasks to support some pupils in accessing the 
same learning question as their peers. A small 
number of pupils may be working towards 
adapted end points for Geography or may be 
working at a pre-subject specific stage of 
development. Details of the provision for 
these pupils can be found in their individual 
learning plan
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