
 

Year 1, Spring 1, Curriculum Learning   
Dear Parents/carers,  
 
Happy New Year and a warm welcome back! We hope you have had a wonderful festive break with family and friends. 
We are excited to share all the amazing learning planned for Spring 1 with you.  
 

English   
In English this term, our first unit of learning is writing a recount of personal experiences. We will link our science 
experiences to this unit and produce a recount of a science workshop where pupils will make their own seedballs. 
Pupils will learn the suffix ‘ed’ and how to write their recount using the past tense. Pupils will then learn the features 
and layout of an informal letter and learn how to organise ideas in a letter. Pupils will learn how to use a question 
mark correctly and encouraged to use the pronoun ‘I’ accurately. We will finish our term by reviewing our learning on 
poetry. Pupils will explore the features of different poems. We will explore rhyming words, the meanings of words in 
poems, key themes and its layout. Combining all of our poetry knowledge will create our own poems. We will 
continue to compose sentences using strategies of ‘think it, say it, write it and check it’. These are simple steps to 
follow when writing simple sentences to ensure children are writing in full sentences. Children will be supported to re-
read and begin to edit their own writing. They will be encouraged to Fred Talk words and use the correct letter 
formation. It is important to embed correct letter formation, ensuring pupils start at the correct starting place for 
each letter. We are focusing on using capital letters to start a sentence, for names and places. This term we really 
want to improve handwriting in Year 1.  Please encourage this when supporting your child at home.  
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Phonics  
 
 

Children will continue to progress through the Read Write Inc programme and 
read books matched to their reading level. Children will take part in daily Phonics 
lessons that are fast paced, well sequenced and engaging to improve their sound 
knowledge and decoding abilities. Pupils will learn Set 3 sounds that include   
alternative graphemes to the sounds that they have been taught in Set 2. The 
children are grouped into new phonics groups based on their understanding and 
application of set 2/3 sounds. This term we aim to communicate to parents the 
sounds children have learnt via ping so all the children can practise these sounds 
at home too. We have a big focus on speedy reading this term. The children will 

aim to read words quickly by using the Fred Talk strategies of segmenting and blending sounds in their head and then 
reading the word aloud. This is to develop their fluency in reading. Please ensure your child brings in their reading 
wallet everyday so that they can participate in reading opportunities using their own levelled books.  



 
 
 
 
Core book challenge.  
 
Pupils have loved sharing the reflections of stories from the core book challenge. It is wonderful to see pupils 
developing their love for reading. Your support means so much. All the children should now have a ‘Tell Me Grid’ 
which they have been filling out with a grownup at home after immersing themselves in a core book. Wherever the 
children are in their core book challenge journey, please remember that all children have the whole year to complete 
this reading challenge. Pupils can hold onto a book for a maximum of 2 weeks to ensure everyone can read all the 
books.  We would love for more children to share their grids at school and talk about which stories they have read so 
far and share their reviews. If you have any questions or are unsure on how you can support your child, please get in 
touch.  
 
Geography  
 
This term in Geography our unit of learning is all about Hot and Cold Locations. 
The children will develop on their Geography learning in Autumn by revisiting and 
identifying the names of the 7 continents and 5 Oceans of the world. We will learn 
about what an equator is and where it is located . Using this knowledge, the 
children will understand where it is hot and where it is cold on Earth. Children will 
then identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the 
location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the 
North and South Poles. We always encourage children to make links in their 
learning, if you went away over the holiday period, have a geographical conversation with your child, which continent 
was it in? can you identify it on a map, is it close or far from the equator? 
  
Science  

In Science our unit of learning is based on plants including trees. We will 
start by looking at the different parts of a plant, naming and labelling them. 
The children will then learn about different types of plants such as wild and 
garden plants, naming common plants and identifying where they can be 
found. Following on from this we will look at two main types of trees 
deciduous and evergreen trees, observing the differences between them. 
Plants and trees are all around in our environment, during your walk to and 
from school, your adventures outside of school, I wonder what you can 

spot?! Children will take part in a science workshop exploring the biodiversity of our urban environment in the city. 
They will explore how we can increase nature in our spaces and how to look after our spaces.  
 

Maths    
 
This term children will develop on their Autumn place value learning by focusing on numbers between 10- 20. We will 
use a range of resources such as ten frames, bead strings and towers of cubes to draw attention to the fact that 10 
ones and 1 ten are equivalent. Children will learn to make numbers using dienes understanding the place value of tens 
and ones in a number, for example the number 18 has 1 ten and 8 ones. This understanding is crucial for when we 
begin our addition and subtraction unit. Following on from this we will explore 1 more and 1 less than given numbers 
understanding numbers increase and decrease depending on the skill used. Children will compare numbers 1-20 as 
well as learning to estimate. We will continue to work on the application of a skill to solve problems. Pupils will be 
taught to subitise numbers (spot patterns to count numbers speedily) to think of quicker ways of counting. Maths - 
Top marks Search is a free website that you can use to consolidate learning at home. We suggest the following games: 

• Counting and recognising numbers to 20( and beyond) Helicopter Rescue - Mental Maths for 4 to 8 Year Olds 

• recall number bonds Hit the Button - Quick fire maths practise for 6-11 year olds (only use number bonds) 

• addition sums Robot Addition 
 

 
 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=16
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=16
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/helicopter-rescue
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/addition/robot-addition


  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Personal, Social and Health Education    
 

In PSHE children will explore the unit Dream and Goals. We will begin by talking about what we 
can do well, our successes and achievements in school and home so far. We will think about what 
we can do even better and discuss setting ourselves simple goals. It will be important to think 
about how we could achieve these goals. We will understand that working together as a team 
allows us to achieve our goals too. When we achieve our dreams and goals we can feel proud and 
celebrate together. We will also learn that sometimes we can face obstacles and talk about how 
we may feel and how we can overcome them. 

  
 
Religious Education  
 In RE we will continue to follow the Tower Hamlets syllabus. This term, our key questions 
will be ‘where do I feel safe? Where is a sacred place for believers to go?   We will begin by 
identifying places that make us feel safe. We will link this to the three main religions 
Christianity, Islam and Judaism and discuss special places where believers go. We will then 
delve into Christian places of worship and give simple reasons for why the church is 
important to them.  
 
 
Music   
Children will continue to learn Music with our Junior Jam specialist teacher Tom. This unit builds pupils’ confidence in 
reading and following music as well as learning the important skill of listening to others when playing. These two key 
skills will help them in all aspects of music throughout their musical education. Pupils will build on their technical 
music skills whilst learning to play a variety of instruments from keyboards, glockenspiels, Boomwhackers, floor 
drums, through to a vast range of percussion. The class will learn how to play multiple popular songs as an ensemble, 
gaining performance confidence along with developing their musicality and listening skills. 
 
 
Computing   
Children will be continuing their learning Computing with our Junior Jam specialist teacher Lara. In Computing this 
term, children will learn about ‘Stop Motion’ animation. They will gain a number of animating skills to create their own 
stop motion animation on an iPad. They will have to create a plot and overcome the challenges involved in animating 
multiple objects and characters within one frame. Children will store their content each week and find it again on the 
relevant app, by the final week the children will create a sequence of animations.  
 
 
Art 
 In Art, the unit is all about ‘printing.’ We will explore the work of Karen Lederer who creates 
colourful monoprints of everyday objects. Drawing on this inspiration, we will first make 
marks by printing from everyday objects. Then the children will learn to use a stencil and the 
stippling technique to create printed shapes. Finally, children will apply a range of printing 
techniques to create a final piece. Our next unit of learning is based on ‘textiles.’ We will look 
at the work of Anne Kelly, a contemporary Canadian-born, UK-based artist. Anne creates wall 
hangings and objects using a combination of mixed-media collage and hand and machine embroidery. Children will 
explore methods of manipulating fabric and yarns by poking, pulling, threading and weaving. They will combine 
materials to create colourful and textural effects to create their own artwork.  
 



 
 
PE  
 On Tuesday the children will be taught by our sports coach Gabrielle. The PE unit of learning is Gymnastics and Dance. 
On Thursday the children will be taught by our Junior Jam teacher Leonardo.  The focus will be Basketball. Children 
will learn techniques such as dribbling, passing, ball control and shooting. They will be encouraged to practise the 
different types of passes, such as chest, shoulder and overhead passes. Children will not only learn about the game as 
a whole, but also gain an understanding of basic rules, teamwork and good sportsmanship. Both sessions will take 
place in In2Sports hall adjacent to the school. Children are expected to come into school wearing their PE kit and do 
not need to change back into their school uniform.   
Our PE kit consists of:  

• A white polo shirt with school logo  
• Black jogging bottoms or black shorts  
• Black plimsolls or suitable trainers  
• Please avoid wearing tights on Tuesday as children needs to take of shoes and socks for the sessions. 

 
Important dates and events:  
 

• Eco Science Workshop- Wednesday 8th January 2025  

• Lunar New Year 29th of January 2025 

• Safter Internet Day 11TH February 2025 
 

This term we will be doing the following:   
  

Weekly PE lessons  Tuesday and Thursday at the Sports Hall  

Spelling  Monday (Spell check Friday)  

RWI reading book and RWI bookbag Book  Weekly- mostly every 3 days (groups defer)  

Core Reading Challenge and Class Library book  Friday  

Give Me 10 Every Thursday 8:50 – 9am 
  
Daily reminders: Please make sure all jumpers/ cardigans are labelled.   
Our uniform consists of:  

• A purple sweatshirt or cardigan with school logo  
• Purple or white polo shirt with school logo  
• Black trousers, black skirt or black pinafore  
• Lilac/purple school gingham dress (summer)  
• Black shoes  
• If a headscarf is worn this should be black, white or purple.  

 
Please can you write your child’s name on all clothing items. 

 

Water  
Please make sure your child brings a water bottle to school.  
  
  
Bookbag – Please check regularly and take out letters and communication.   
  
This should carry the reading wallet with:   

• RWI Reading book.  
• RWI book bag book  
• class library book.  
• reading journal  
• Core Book Challenge – optional.  

  
Homework:  



Year 1 home learning involves weekly spelling and daily reading of Phonics book. Additional books in wallets can also 
be used to do home reading.  
 
The home project this term is ‘Let us grow our goals’. Pupils will set the goal to grow a plant and look after a bean 
plant. They will keep a plant diary. Pupils will be given soil, seed, and a pot to sew their own bean. You will keep a 
weekly diary updating the changes, taking measurements of your plant, and once your plant has grown you can share 
a photo or carefully bring your plant to school to share on 10.2.25. 
We will send home resources on Monday 13th January 2025. 
  
Thank you for your continued support, Year 1 have so many exciting learning opportunities this term and we look 
forward to all the fantastic learning and experiences that they will achieve. 
 
Yours Sincerely,  
Hafsa and Shireena   
 
 
 

  
  
  

Science Vocabulary 
  
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Geography vocabulary 
 

 
 
 
 



 


