
Sarah Jane’s reflection on the 
week…

Happy New Year and welcome back! I hope you had a 
restful break and are ready for the exciting term ahead. You 
should have received my Spring Newsletter with key 
updates, and our teachers have also worked hard to 
prepare informative letters about what’s coming up in each 
year group. I’m sure you’ll find them helpful in supporting 
your child’s learning journey this term.

The spring term is always a time when children truly excel in 
their learning, and I’m looking forward to seeing them 
achieve their goals.

Key Priorities This Term

This term, I’ll be focusing on supporting our teachers in 
delivering a high-quality curriculum and carefully evaluating 
the impact it has on children’s learning. I’ll also be holding 
parental consultations to discuss key aspects of 
curriculum development, particularly around Relationships 
and health Education (RSE) and the selection of a modern 
foreign language for the school. Your input will be 
invaluable in shaping these important decisions.

Our school is also buzzing with creativity as communal 
areas come to life! We’re thrilled to have a new gallery 
installation showcasing children’s writing and artwork. Do 
take a moment to enjoy this wonderful display when you are 
in school for ‘Give me 10’ —it’s a testament to their hard 
work and talent.

10th January 2025
Attendance Matters

Attendance is a key focus for us this term. The 
national target is 97%, and we need to improve 
our current overall percentage. Regular 
attendance is crucial for children’s success, and 
I’m here to support families in overcoming any 
barriers to getting children into school.

Please remember that holidays during term time 
cannot be authorised unless there are exceptional 
circumstances. Missing school significantly 
affects learning and can also impact our Ofsted 
rating when they review our attendance data. Let’s 
work together to ensure your child’s attendance is 
a priority—think carefully before booking trips 
during term time.

Staying Healthy

At this time of year, it’s common for illnesses to 
spread. Please remind your children that germs, 
not the weather, cause colds and other illnesses. 
To help build their immune systems, ensure they:

•Take vitamin D/multivitamins
•Get plenty of sleep,
•Follow good hand hygiene
•Catch it, bin it, kill it with sneezes and coughs
•Eat a healthy, balanced diet.
These small steps can make a big difference in 
keeping children healthy and ready to learn.

Thank you for your continued support. Together, 
let’s make this a fantastic term full of learning, 
growth, and achievement for all our children.



STARS OF THE WEEK 

FOR DEMONSTRATING: 

Kindness

Blue Whale and Tiger Class 
have been learning…

Blue whale class have had a lovely welcome back to school. 
The children have been discussing all the adventures they got 
up to over the holidays. The children had fun days out at the 
park, enjoyed a day out to the cinema, flew to a new country, 
celebrated Christmas at home with their loved ones, and 
most of all they enjoyed time relaxing and spending time with 
their family. We loved hearing all about their holidays!

As we start our spring term we delve straight into our new 
topic book, ‘Little red riding hood.’ This is a familiar book for 
most children and a favourite for some. It was lovely seeing 
the excitement on the children’s faces as we read the story 
together as a class. Throughout the week we engaged in 
character descriptions, describing them in the story and 
explaining how each of them look and feel in the story.

Alongside this we have also been learning positional language 
in maths. The children have learnt how to incorporate the 
vocabulary into their sentences, and this has supported their 
rich, quality interactions with their peers in maths.

Tiger class have had a lovely first week back after the winter 
break. They’ve wrapped up warm and braved the cold weather 
to enjoy den building and improvised games outside.

In English, the children have been learning the traditional tale 
of Little Red Riding Hood. They’ve enjoyed exploring a Red 
Riding Hood small world set-up and have made creative wolf 
characters from play doh.

In maths the children have been using positional language. 
They’ve enjoyed hiding teddies and using their new vocabulary 
to describe their hiding place.

This is a reminder that next week, reception will be going on a 
trip to The discovery centre. Please ensure your children are 
at school by 8:30am so we can leave on time.

Blue whale class trip day: Tuesday 14th January
Tiger class trip day: Wednesday 15th January

Mishel: for being kind to everyone 
and always including others in her 
play.

Daniel: For being kind to all his 
friends and supporting their ideas in 
their construction play.

Khaled – becoming more 
confident and engaged with his 
peers

Erato – Having a positive can-do 
attitude and trying different 
approaches when faced with a 
challenge.



STARS OF THE WEEK 

FOR DEMONSTRATING: 

Kindness

ELEPHANT CLASS

Elephant Class have been 
learning…

This week, we have been exploring humorous poetry. 
Children practiced performing poems with different 
pace, volume, and intonation to engage the audience. 
They also created their own poetic lines with eight 
syllables per line, using rhythm and rhyme. Although 
finding rhymes was challenging, it encouraged problem-
solving and creativity.

In R.E. we have been learning about the sacred texts of 
different religions. Avyaan noted that these texts share 
God’s wisdom through stories. We discussed parables 
and stories that teach values like kindness, love, and 
care, helping the children reflect on their importance.

In PSHE, like many adults all over the world, we are 
focusing on making new goals for the start of the year. 
The children discussed how goals should be challenging 
but achievable, and they shared past successes that 
made them feel proud. This positive approach will help 
them work toward new goals with focus and 
determination. Duha For always 

showing a positive 
and kind attitude 
to both 
classmates and 
adults.

Adam For bringing a 
warm and positive 
attitude to your 
new class, making 
everyone smile.



STARS OF THE WEEK 

FOR DEMONSTRATING: 

Kindness

PANDA CLASS

Nairah for working hard 
in her lessons and 
showing fantastic 
listening.

Adi for asking for help 
and working with his 
peers to overcome 
challenges.

Beau: For being polite 
to others and showing 
great listening.

Amaara: For having a 
wonderful smile and 
always willing to help 
others.

.

LION CLASS

.

Lion Class have been 
learning…

Welcome back everyone to a new term! This 
week Lion class have already completed some 
amazing learning and have been working hard 
across subjects. In Maths we have been 
developing our number knowledge, exploring 
numbers 11-20. We have been learning about 
tens and ones in numbers using dienes, ten 
frames, numicon and bead strings to understand 
this concept. We have learnt that in the number 
19 for an example, there is 1 ten and 9 ones.

In Science we have been learning about the 
different parts of a plant and their purpose. 
Helen said, "the stem carries water to the 
leaves." Noah wrote the "roots help keep the 
plant in the ground." To complement our learning 
Lion class took part in an eco workshop on 
Wednesday, learning how green spaces, flowers 
and plants help humans and the importance of 
coexisting with our environment. Each child 
created a seed ball consisting of soil, flour, water 
and seeds. Children have thought about good 
places to plant their seeds and know with care 
and nutrients they will begin to grow!



.

Panda Class have been 
learning…

Welcome back! Panda have got stuck in with all their 
learning opportunities this week. You wouldn’t 
believe it was only our first week back. They have 
enjoyed a participating in a Science workshop 
learning about our urban environment and how we 
live in a biodiversity with wildlife, plants and people. 
We all have a part to play from recycling, the impact 
of littering, growing nature and enjoying 
greenspaces. Pupils took home their own seed balls 
where they can throw the seed balls into suitable 
green spaces and watch it grow flowers and plants 
during Spring.

The class have really enjoyed having an airport as our 
role play provision. There are endless opportunities 
for children to consolidate their learning from all 
areas of learning. Florence confidently announced, 
“Welcome to the South American Plane” then Mabel 
said, “I’m going to travel on your plane, where can 
you take me?”, with support from an adult we looked 
at an atlas and applied our maps skills and 
understand of using a contents page to help us find 
the countries in South America. Mabel happily came 
to the decision and asked, “can you take me to Peru 
because that’s where Paddington Bear comes 
from?”.

Well done to majority of the class for bringing in their 
reading wallets every single day! Let’s keep it up.



GOLD Attendance goes to:

SILVER Attendance goes to-

BRONZE Attendance goes to

Keep trying your best:
Tiger Class
Elephant Class
Blue Whale Class
Lion Class 
Panda Class

Our GOLD Class Attendance are our classes 
who have 97+ attendance for a whole 
week

Our SILVER Class Attendance are our classes 
who have 95-97% attendance for a whole 
week

Our BRONZE Class Attendance are our classes 
who have 90-95% attendance for a whole 
week.

Wake up Wednesday –
Online Safety click here

Keeping Children Safe Online –
Mulberry Wood Wharf

https://www.mulberrywoodwharf.org/keeping-children-safe-online/
https://www.mulberrywoodwharf.org/keeping-children-safe-online/


Dates for your diary:
14.01.25: Blue whale offsite 

visit
15.01.25: Tiger Class offsite 

visit
14.02.25: End of half term

Families 
matters link 

here:School

Newsletter – Mulberry 
Wood Wharf

https://www.mulberrywoodwharf.org/news-media/newsletters/school-newsletter/
https://www.mulberrywoodwharf.org/news-media/newsletters/school-newsletter/
https://www.mulberrywoodwharf.org/news-media/newsletters/school-newsletter/
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